CONSTITUTION
OF
THE WASHINGTON AREA COUNCIL
ON

RELIGION AND THE HOMOSEXUAL

ADQETED: ADDRESS s
December 6, 1965 Posgt OFffice Tiox 5618
Washington, D.C. 20016



ARTICLE I Name
This organization shall be known—as The Washington Area Council on
Neligion and the Homosexual,

ARTICLE II Purpose

It is the purpose of this organization to provide communication,
mutual understanding, and appropriate action between hormosexuals
and organized religion, in order:

A, To effect the integration of the individual homosexual
into the religious life of the community by alleviation
o’ the estrangement and aliepnation which-new- exist be-
tween the. homosexusl and the religious commnunity, T

B, To work to establish the homoscxual as a member of the
community-at-large, with his full dignity as a human
being, and his full rights as a citizcn,

C. To Toster mutually beneficial communication between or-
ganized rcligion and the homosexual comuunity.,.

ARTICLE ITIT Xemborahip

§§ction 1.

A, Members from the clergy shall be duly ordained clergy-
men who are sympathetic te the purvoses of the Council,
with dinter-faith representation encouraged,

B, Neow menmnbers from the clergy shall be approved or dis-— .
approved by the clcrgymen on thoe Council, after attending
two mcetings,

5

Scction 2, Members from the homosexual community shall be
provided by The Mattachine Society of Washington through pro-
cedures instituted by the Society.

ARTICLE IV Cfficors

Scetion 1. There shall be two Co-Chairuien, one from the
clergy and onc¢ from the homosexual community; a Sccrotary;
and a Treasurer.

Scction Z.

A. Ezch officer shall serve for a term of two years,

3. . . \ .
l. The Co-~Chairmen may not succeed themselves in office.
2. The Co=Chairman from the clersy shall be eliccted
near the time of adoption of this Constitution, and
in even-nunbercd years thercafter,

3. The Co-Chairman from the homosexual community shall
be clected in odd-numbered years.



Section 3, Officers shall be elected in October, and shall serve
Trom November L o until October 31, two yoars lator.

Section N, Special cleetions shall be held o [ill vacancices in
olffice, Such eloctions shall be held at Lthe next regular meeting ofl
the Cowneil ol ter the wvacanzsy occurs, An offficer so c¢lected shall
saerve oui the unexpired term of his predecossor, I il be necessary,

i their discretion, the Co-Chairmen, zcting joeintly, may appoint
temporary of Cicers to 111 vacancies in ot{ice, for the poeriod be-
tweon the occurrance ol fthe vaenncey and the next regular mecting of
the Councdil.

Section 5. The Co-Chairmenr shall be resoonsible, jointly, [for the
ronceral administration of the Council,

Saction 6. The varntnry shall kxeep fomncl minutes of 21l mectings
of the Council, copi ta be distributed Lo the memboers, beotween

meetings; shall malnthin 211 other records of thoe organization cxcoept
those specifically ossizned to others; in rcoordinntion with the other
officers and with the Covuncil itsclf’, shall conduct the corrcecspondence
aof the organdization; shall soid oul notices and otherwise handle noti-
fication of meetings:; and =shall perform such other duties as the
Council or the Co-Chairmen may assign Lo hin,

Sceotion 7.

A The Treasurcr =shaltl be responsible for e salekeeping of
Lhe funds of the orpganization; shinll keep necessary Cinancial records;
ahinll colleet ducs; =znd shall make disbursce mmltb.

B, The Treasurcer shell malks wriften financial reperts at the
first mecting ol the Council atfter Decomher and affer Junce, and at
wlictever ofhoer €lines Lhe Council may diroct, hul upon not less than
I odayst natice.

WRTCLILE Vo Mcoelings

Section 1. Repgulaer meetings sholl take plnece not less of tem than

once in Lwo sonths.

Seclion 2. Specinl meeblings may bhoe called by thoe two Co-Chairmen, or

Ly unce Co-Chairman Ard one othoer officer, or by any four wmembers. The
notice of = special mecting shall be made to every memnber not less

thon three doys in advance, ond shall state the purpose of the meating.,
No action which dows vot pertain to thoe stated purpose shall bhoe Lakon
a2t fthe mecting.,

Section 3.
A. A qQedrun for a meeting shnll consist of oll of': (1) At
l\cﬁ one Co-Chairman; (2) Not less than five ropreswntatives of the
Leroy: and {3) Not less thoan three represenfatives of the homoscxual
community.
5. I & quorwy is not prescent at o mecting
tazlien subject te ratilication at the next meeting,

action may be

S

C. 1. Unless otherwise stipulated, action at any moecting shal
be hy a2 majorily votoe of the mamboers voting as inaliv tanls,



~B-

2. (a) Either the represcentatives of the clergy, or the rep-
resentatives of the honmoscxual community, as = group, can exercise
veto power,

(b) As necessary, caucussing of the two groups shall be
in order.

-

Cias VI Ducs znd Finacncos

Section 1.

A. Dues sheaell be established by By-Law,

B. o . .
1. Notification shall be given to any member whose dues are

three months in arrears.

2., Fellowing finnal notification, any member more than six
months in arrcars in paynent of dues or of =zny assessment, shall be
dropped from menbership, and shall be neotificd of this fact.

C, finy other nsscesswent of thie members shall be decided by a two-
thirds votc of those voting.

Scction 2. The Treasurer shall attend to the orderly collection of
ducs and notification to members who core incipicently and actually in
arrears.

Section 3. Disbursements of funds shall be made only upon authority
of the Council.

Section %4, All checks of the orguanization shall be signed by one Co-
Chairman »nd by the Treasurer.

LATICLE VIT Parliamentary Authority

Robert's Rules of Order Revised shall be the parliamentary author-
ity for this organization, except that wehere it differs from, orw
conflicts with this Constitution or a By-Law, the Constitution shall
prevail,

SJRTICLE VIIL By-Laws

Section 1. This Constitution shall be supplemented by By-Laws,
except that no By-~-Law shall have force or effect insofar as it con-
flicts with this Constitution.

Scetion 2.

A. A B-Law or an amendmont to a By-Law shall be proposed at a
meeting of the Council; if passcd by a majority of the Council pre-
sent and voting at the meeting, it shall e submitted to the entire
Council by a mail referendurmt ballot, =znd shall be adopted by a two-
thirds vote of the members voting,

B. Either group, acting explicitly as 2 group, may, by a two-
thirds vote of its mcimbers voting, exercise veto power over the
adoption of any By-Law or amendment thercto,
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ARTICLE IX Amendnent

Section 1. An arnrendment to this Constitution shall be proposed at

a meeting of the Council, if passed by a majority of the Ccuncil
present and voting at the mecting, it shall be submitted to the en-
tire Council by a mail referenduwn ballet, and shall be adopted by a
three-fourths vote of the wmembers voting; except that amendments
proposced within the first three months after the ratification of this
Constitution shzll be adopted by a three-fifths vote of those voting
at a mceting, and amendments proposed within the second three months
aftcr the ratification of this Constitution shall be adopted by a
three-fifths vote of those voting by a mail referendum ballot.

Section Z. Either group, acting c¢xplicitly as a group, may, by a
two-thirds vote of its menbers voting, cxcercise veto power over the
adoption of any amendment to this Constitution.

Fo e AR W W F K AR

BY~-LAWS

1. Dues

Duecs shall be $£2.00 per year pcr moember,



