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THE MATTACHINE SOCIETY OF WiSHINGION
CCMMTTITEE ON REIIGIOUS CONCERNS
STATEMYNT OF PURPOSE

It is the purpose of this committee t~ approach the clergy, the leaders, and the
laity of all religlous groups in the metropolitan area of Washington, Be Co, in
érderi

Aea To effect the integration of the individual homsexual into the religious
iife of the community: -

l. By discussing with clergymen, rel?gious leaders, and Jaity, sinsly and in
groups, a clarification of the place and the rola of the homosexual, as
such, in the various relislous congrejations, Zeading to elimination of the
rejection enccuntered by most homosexuals in mest religious bodicse

2+ By establishing a referrzl scrvice composed of knowledgeable clergymen, so
that homosexuals, their parents, and their famllles, who desire assistance
in rerard to epiritral and religious problens “wolving horosexuality may
Le referred 1o wa arvrouciate coonsallor.

3« By actirg as iizisor, 27 mey ba needed, botwer:, hre relipglous community aml
the homosexual commnity of tle areater Wasring-orn arca,

Bs To enlisl the morsl cupport aud the active asslstauce of religlous groups in
metropolitan Washinzten. in the homosexuals! strugoie tor civil liberties and
for human and social rights, acting with the ossurance that relipgion seeks to
promcte basic freedoms for every individual, a$ irrespective of sexual orien-—
tation as of religion and race,

Ce To inform the clergy, the leaders, armd the laity of all relizious gtoups aboub
horogextals ard homosexuality:

1, By aiding roelizious groups and religlous leaders in the ebtoining of
accurate infermation (traditionally difficult to secure) about hrmosexuals
and homosexuality, and suwiygesting infarmative publications and recommending
or furnishing qualified lecturers on the subject of homosexmality,

2¢ By encourazing inter-religious discussion of homosexuality, and Prewdiding
clergymen and religious leaders who believe that society shonld no lgngez-
ignore a social problem of vast dimensions, with legitimate opportunities
for imter—group exchanies of opinion,

Tt 1s not a purpose of this committee to promilgate any spiritual or theological
doectrines, but instead to ask each religious body constructively to ap}_)roach,

in its wm way, the soclel, spiritual, ard religlous problems which arise as

a result of prcawnt, diaecrimdnitorg mbtitides toward howosoxnalsa. and homosaxainl—
ity.



