I AM A LESBIAN MOTHER BEING SUED F2R] CUSTODY OF MY DAUGHTER. SHE HAS LIVED
WITH ME EVER SINCE WE LEFT HER FATHER, AND 'WANTS TO BE ABLE TO CONTINUE LIVING
WITH vE, 1"VE HAD LEGAL CUSTN0Y EVER SINCE THE DIVORCE.

HER FATHER LIVES A TRADITIONAL AND FINANCIALLY SECURE MIDDLE CLASS LIFESTYLE.

I A4 ONC NOF 3 L7€91ANS AND THREE CHILDREN WHD ONE YEAR AGO FOIRMED A LIVING/
WORK ING COLLECTIVE. ME SHARE MAONEY, POSSESSIONG, FEARS, GROWING, JOYS. WE
ASE VIORKING TO BREAK DOYN OU2 SOCIALIZATION, AND TD 3UILD NEW FEMINIST 'MAYS
OF BEING. RIGHT NOW, WOMEN IN THE ZOLLECTIVE ARE WORKING ON 1)0]GANIZING

A'ID REMNOVATING A REFUGE HOUSE FNR 'WOMEN AND THILDREN WHO AQE VICTIMS 9F
DOMESTIC VIDLENCE, 2)WOMEN AGAINST RAPE (HOTLINE ANT SPEAKERS' BUPEAU),
3YALTTRATIVE HEALING CENTER (BUILDING A PLACE F0OR] TREATHENT ANC EOQUCATIOH OF
PEADLE WHT CHOSS ALTENVATIVES TO WESTERN MECITINE), L) LESBIAN DEFENSZ Funz,
) PUSLICATION OF wWOMENS' music, €) WORK [N A HOME BIRTH COLLECTIVE, 7) WORK
WITH WOMEN ANDIALCOHOL GROUPS, 8) WE LIVI IN THE WORKING CLASS SECTION OF
TOWN, DAILY SHARING OUR HOME, FOOC, CARS ETC., AND WORKING TOGETHER ON
NEJIGHBORHNND PROBLEMS. IN SHOPT, IN ALL ASPECTS OF OUx LIVES, WE ARE WORKING
TO 3UILD A NEW AND BETTER SOCIETY.

THIS JUSTNDOY CASE IS BOTH A PERSONAL ANC A POLITICAL ISSUE. t'VE SEEN MY
DAUGHTER GROW STRONGER, MORE FORTHRIGHT AND SELF-ASSERTIVE, AND LESS RPASS|VZ
ANC INTIMIDATID IN THE LAST YEAR, SHE IS GROWINS TO BE STRONG.

THIS CASE INVOLVES THE RIGHT OF LESBIANS TD LIVE WITH THEIR CHILDREN, 17T
ALSO ALLOWS CHIL”"' RIGHTS - THE STATE SHOULD NOT BE ALLOWED TO SO TOTALLY

DISRUPT A CHILC'S LIFE AGAINST HER WILL. IT 1S ALSO A BLATANT EXAMPLE OF THE
OPPRESSION OF MINCPITY GROUPS AND THOSE CHOOSING ALTERNAT)IVE LIFESTYLES.

BECAUSE OF MY LESBIANISM AND POLITICAL ACTIVITY, ALL ASPECTS OF MY LIFE ARE

COMING UNDER SCRUTINY. | MUST DEFEND IN COURT MY PAST AND PRESENT LIVING AND
WORKING SITUATIONS, THE SANITY OF MYSELF, MY CHILD, AND OF HER FRIENDS. TO
FIGHT THIS CASE, | MUST HIRE PSYCHIATRISTS AND LAWYERS - BOTH EXPENS|VE., 1'm

WORKING WITH A FZMINIST VERMONT LAWYER.,

1 AM APPEALING TO FEMINISTS ACROSS THECOUNTRY FOR YOUR SUPPORT = MONEZY, SKILLS,
OR USEFUL CONTACTS. PLEASE HELP US WIN THIS STRUGGLE FOR THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF
WOMEN AND CHILDREN. “E ARE GOING FAR AND WI|DE FOR SUPPORT BECAUSE OF THE
FOLLOWING REASONS: 1)WE ARE ALL PART OF THE SAME CHANGE NETWORK. WE DO THE
WORK THAT THERE IS TO DO IN A POOR RURAL STATE. WHSN WE NEED HELP FROM OTHERS
WITH DTHER RESOURCES, WE ASK FOR IT. 2)IT IS A CASE WHICH AFFECTS US ALL. THE
COURT 1S TRYING TO SEPARATE A MOTHER AND CHILD AGAINST THEIR WILLS. T 1S A
VERY PERSOMAL 1SSUE, BUT ALSO AN ISSUE OF CIVIL AND HUMAN RIGHTS. THI[S SORT

OF COURT INTERVENTION AFFECTS US ALLe. SOME OF US ARE NOT MOTHERS. SOME OF

US ARE NOT LESBIANS. ALL OF US WERE ONCE CHILDREN., CUSTODY CASES CROSS RACE
LINES, CLASS LINES, LIFESTYLE LINESeee«ANY ISSUE CONCERNING THE LEGAL RIGHTS

OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN |S RELEVANT TO ALL WOMEN. THEY ARE TRYING TO TAKE A
CHILD AWAY. 3) WE CANNOT PUBLICIZE THE CASE LOCALLY, OR USE SPECIFIC NAMES

AT ALL, BECAUSE SUCH PUBLICITY HAS IN OTHER CASES BEEN USED AGAINST THE MOTHER.
ALLEGEDLY, THE PUBLICITY HAS "SUBJECTEOD THE CHILD TO HARMFUL TRAUMA.' SO WE
ARE FORCED TO GO ELSEWHERE FOR SUPPORT. 4) WOMEN ALL AROUNC THE GOUNTRY

NEED TO KNOW IN GLARING DETAIL WHAT SORT OF ATTITUDES LESBIAN MOTHERS AND
CHILOREN MUST LIVE WTH,

THE COURT DATE IS COMING UP VERY SOON., FEES ARE CSTIMAT T FOuR TO FIVE
THOUSAND DOLLARS. SEVERAL HUNDRED DOLLAR BILLS ARE ALREROY) OUTSTANDING - FROM
LANYERS AND EXPERT WITNESSES (PSYCHIATRISTS TO TESTIFY R}G THE CHILD'S
MENTAL HEALTH.) WE NEED YOUR HELP. EVERY BIT HELPS, IALL, SO
%b%A?EI P‘sY%o~T”Ea%E‘?XG°bE LRst b R0,%885tor.  we are
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