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FAIRFAX, Va. =- Fairfax County, one of the wealthiest counties in thxe
nation and one of the most liberal in the Washington area, has rejected
proposals to include gays in its new "hu;:m rights" ordinance.

The ordinance, first of its kind in Virginia, was passed by hthe
county Board of Supervisors July 29. It sets up a human rights commission
to enforce a ban on discrimination on the basis of race, color, sex,
religion, ancexstry, national origin or marital status.

However, members of a citizens' » committee which drew up the
Excposal said: orgdinance sald a (ropesal to inelude atan on diserimination
because of sexual orientation was omitted. One member said members
X considered it "political dynamite — an explosmive issue," and rejected
it because the ordinance "contains enough controversial matter already.”

James Scott, a member of the Uoard of Sumpervisors and chairman of
the ad hoxc citizens' committee, said a sexual orientation clause was
amitted because "we didn't have enough of a clear idea about the problems
in the county in t dis area. We ought to have a pretty good idea m what
the problems are in Fairfax before we move ahead."

Scott said that after the commission starts btusiness, itcan
suggdst amendments to the ordinance. "Anybody who wants to can go before

the commission and raise a subject such as sexual orientation," he said.
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Frank Kameny, head of the Mattachire Society of Washington, said
that if he had learned of the pamroposed ordinance earlier, he would have
"eotten involved in the drafting aksnd formul ation of ti‘n orgdinamce."
For na, he said, he has "decided at lsast for the time being to accept
Mr. Scott's suggestion and wait."

Several witnesses xms at the board of supervisors' hearing on the
ordinance did urge that sexial orientation be included. The only g pay
witness was Eva Freund, representing the National Task Force on
Sexuality and Lesbianism of the National ﬂrianiz.'qtion for Women.

Freund, who Xobr=x works as a manpo.er planner for the county government,
said she realized incluadsion of such a provision "would serve to inxcrese
the controversial aspect of the proposed ordinance. However,

I would remind the suprvisors that the inclusion of £ race was very
controversial in the early 1960s and the inclwion of sex was very
controversial until congressimal passage of the Equal Rights amendment,
state ratification of which was endorsed by this board not too long ago."

Also supporting inclusion of the sexval orientation provision
were “ugustus Johnn, representing the Noxrthern Virginia Chapter of
the American Civil Liberties Union, and Randy Hill, from the Hows ing
Opportuni ties Couneil of Metropolixtan Vashinpgten.

Fairfax County, with a population of more than half a million,
iz the asecond wealthiest county in the nation in terms ﬂf;;:;dfggrita
income. I%s sprawlinag area, just west of Washington, D.C., imekedes houses
the estates of mabmy wealthy federal officials and business executies,
‘neluding the famed Hickory Hills estate of the Kennexdy £am clan. All
but one of its supervisors are Uemocrats. The human rights ardminame

passed by a vokdte of 7 to 2.
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