The spring 1968 mee of the Eastern Regional Homophile Conference was
gel: g;xtApr:l:!. 27 and 28, , at the Corduroy clu.b, 2h0 west 38th Street, New
or Y. .

Prior to the cpening of the meeting, the Mcutive Committee met to consider
accrediting Homophile Youth Movement in Neighborhoods on the basis of newly-
available information. The organization was accredited.

The meeting opened on Saturday morning April 27 with Chairman Franklin
Kameny presiding and Barbara Gittings acting as recorder. '

The minutes of the last regional conference were aceep'bed as presented in
published form by the Conference Secretary, Stephen Donaldson.

The minutes of the Executive Committee meeting held on April 13, 1968 vere
read for the information of the conference.

The Chairman read the agenda proposed by the Secretary, and the agenda was
adopted with some changes of priorities.

1. Fourth of July picketing demonstration.

Franklin Kemany gave a brief history of the naw-traditional July Fourth
demonstration at Independence Hall, which was initiated in 1965 by MSW and which
was co-sponaored and supported that year and the next 2 yeara by other organiza~-
tions. MSW proposed that ERHC formally sponsor this year's demonstration, in
order to make it a regional enterprise and give it more weight, and have MSW
bear the primary responsibility for arrangements and administration. DOB urged
acceptance of MSW's proposal and offered the use of its Philadelphia Chapter
office .in connection with this year's picket.

MOTION: That ERHC formally sponsor the Fourth of July demonstration this
year and have MSW bear the primary responsibil:l.ty for arrangements and admin-
istration. PASSED. '

There followed a discussion of rules of dress and behavior for picka‘berl.

MOTION: That MSW's picketing rules be adopted for this year's l'ourth of
July demonstration. PASSED. (Roll Call # 1) :
' MOTION: That ERHC send an invitation to both other regional conrerences 7
to provide formal support for and/or participation in the Fourth of July demon-
stration. PASSED.

2. '.l'reamer' 8 repoi't.

The Conference Treasurer, Ken Warren, amended his published report to ahw
a balence on hand of $68.51. The report was accepted as amended.

3. Budget.

A. Political mailings (questionnaires to political candidates to find out
what their policies would be on matters affecting homosexual citizens).

MOTION: That the proposed budget item for political mailings be amended
to $20. PASSED.

B. Expenses for conference officers and for Credentials Committee.

MOTION: That the budget allocation of $10 for the office of treuurer be
raised to $18. PASSED.

MOTION: That the budget allocation of $40 for the operations or the
Credentials Committee be raised to $60. DEFEATED. (Roll call #2) -

MOTION: That the remaining three items on the budget--expenses of Chair-
man and Secretary, expenses of ‘I'rouurer, expenses of Credentials COmuittoe--
be accepted as amended.  PASSED.

C. Fourth of July demonstration.
MOTION: That ERHC allocate the sum of $100 for the expenses of the- l'ourth
of July demonstration this year. PASSED.
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«vThe: budget: for; the fistal period Aprdl 1966  thavugh’ Aprﬂ 1984 ‘as f: 3
Mteh ds2 (FOlitdeal mailings, $20; eXpenses’ of Chairman and Secretary, $65;
expenses of Treasurer, $18; expenses of Credentials Conmittee, $40; July Eourtﬁ
demonstration, $100. Total $2u3. Dlscussmn of assesglgents to cover the.
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4. “HeitbuRgerntnt for past Credentia.lg opemtions.

i Foster'iGunnison requested  »eumbiksement of a - ma.u:

$3 - $5, expended in ths pastiyeas sor?éfedbﬁtﬁis qpéfa% .~ & MOTION wa
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MO’.l‘ION That & fund-rais comi'btee be established PABSED ‘

An ettempt to stAPf “fie ‘Pund- &l sing comittee by n lonig and elections
had to be abandoned, since all the persons nominated either declined oF iere not
present to accept nomina.tlon. The Chairmen therefore asked who would.conseént .
to be on the comittee ~Jack R. (HYMN), Craig R. (HYMN), and Eugeng N (THL)
agreed to. serve. - THe Cha ' asked that the committee turn’ in a report of its

.....

‘suggestions- for find- raising%o the Execliti’ve Committee in three months. |
6. REPOrt of Net:l.onal Credentiaa.}.a Cmittee Chairmen. e ,

Foster' Gurinison ‘gave a brief i a.ccoum-. of “the coinmittee 8 mrk ﬂﬁ5 pa&t .vear
and said that & formal detailed réport of ‘the committee's work’and ﬁ)ecisigl'y! @4:
its ‘meeting sl Chicadgs in April 1968 woulﬂ '&don be sent, to all Drganiz& 1

T Yice-cmimansh;p 0f ERHC. -

- The Cheirman’ e@l&ﬁﬁed{‘the prdblem pre's'ented by the fact tha.t the electe;l
Vice-Chairman, Shirley Willer, is now travelling and cannot, easily keep in
touch.” Miss Willer had tdi@ the Chaitpmn that she ig willing to defer to.the
wishes ofthe conference “In the matter of repla.cement. After some discuasiqn of
alternative ways of dealing with the' situation, It was genergl;.y agreed that the
V:.c&ﬂm:m ie dongidered by ter own deference to ha.ve reglgned,

++MDTION: " That: ERHO ‘declaré’ the offifie of Vite-Chairtian vacant. . FASSEH)., B
Barbara Simpson was nominated to f£i11 the vacancy and was’ elected by
acclamation. BEE (AT S A T $0

81 Reporh, by, comittee. on, bibliogeaphy o Homogexuakitys o L Ll

Barbara Gittfnlgs veported Tor the committted that work on the selectivy &
annotated bibliography would begin soon and there would be a progress Peport at.

't.he next conference T e T T TN e
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9. Election Of lﬁe&l nepreeenta ivc fmm Eﬁiﬂ to fserve Em ‘N&tiom ’Vo‘t!.ng m
Of the Na.tioga.l legal Defemse Fubdi 2bHio Funogon 3

After brief discussion it was agreed by genera.l consent to table f'urt‘her
discussion.of this matter uptil we havepelaﬂﬁcation od." m.m"s exact statﬁs in
relation te ihe national sonference; - . .osoniio g bl

10. Discrim:.natlon aga.ins}- homosexuals beg,;;er ErHﬂ employeps. J o ‘ sl

Edna LB propoged anrinyestamiw into. the. validity of business corpora~:
tigns,,fe eims . that. §$hey donot. discriminate:: in ‘eny. m&n h:u‘mg as lcng as the
app 19“1 meeﬁs the; dob;qnalifications. cy:. o

ON: That ERHC ask the Phila.delphia Chap(‘.ar of DOB to mdmake o inJ the
name of the ERHC, a survey of employment po;l,icieg. PASSED. e e ;

11, Vengreal disease:prodect.: c. ¢ ti mim aic

Sandy Penn told the conference that three persons who are officers of homo-
phile organizations but who ere acting as individuals, have initiated discussions
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with a member of the U. S. Public Health Service in New York City who is eager
to work with and learn from the homophile movement in a campaign to cut down on
venereal disease. She reported that he has been made aware of problems in-
volving homosexuals and their handling by public health services and that he is
willing to amend his service's program in order to eliminate these problems.
The immediate goal of these discussions is to prepare a leaflet and to work

out a method of anonymous contact. Miss Penn and the other two persons involved
have also in mind long-range goals which would benefit the movement: they hope
the discussions will eventually lead to education of other health-service per-
sonnel about homosexuality, and to access to public officials in other depart-
nments.

Miss Penn asked for a straw poll on whether conference delegates thought
their organizations would support this effort. Formally stated: Whether those
present feel, as individuals and as representatives of organizations, that it
would be worthwhile for the 3 individuals already involved to pursue this proj-
ect with the possible aim of eventually involving the regional conference a.nd/or
the national conference. There was a general expression of sentiment in favor.

The meeting re-convened on Sunday morning April 28, 1968.
12. Proposed ERHC newsletter.

The main questions raised about a regional newsletter were: What would be
included? Who would do the work? How often would it be issues? To whom would
it be sent? Since Stephen Donaldson, who made the proposal, was not present
to answer questions and explain the merits of such a newsletter, it was decided
to table the proposal.

13. Proposed ERHC speakers' bureau.

There was lengthy debate about this proposal.
MOTION: That it is the sense of this conference that the establishment of
a regional speakers' bureau is premature at this time. PASSED. (Roll call # L)

14, Proposal for a coordinating council of New York City organizations.

There was agreement that it is desirable to have some means of furthering
communication and cooperation emong the six organizations based in New York
-City, but there was considerable debate about the exact character and structure
of such a council or committee. ‘

MOTION: Resolved: that ERHC establish a committee to be composed of del-
egates from New York organizations and which shall provide a channel for
communication and cooperation among the New York organizations. PASSED.

(Roll call # 5)

Two emendments were discussed: to add "standing" before "committee", and
to add "member" before the first "New York organizations".

MOTION: Resolved: that ERHC esteblish a standing committee to be composed
of delegates from member New York organizations and which shall provide a
channel for communication and cooperation among the New York organizations.
PASSED. (Roll call # 6) |

MOTION: That the standing committee established by the previous motion
be called the New York Cooperation Committee. PASSED.

The Chairmen appointed Barbars Simpson chairman pro tem of the New York
Cooperation Committee with the understanding that her appointment will ter-
minate when the committee elects a chairman.

15. Wade-Skaggs resolution.

The Chairman told about this resolution passed by the national conference
in August 1967, which was to the effect that certain endeavors of national
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scope be put into the hands of the organizations in specific cities---e. g.,
that matters concerning the Federal Government be referred to Washington,
matters concerning police practices be referred to Chicago, and matters con-
cerning state legislative reforms be referred to New York City. The resolution
as passed by NACHO did not include any provisions for implementation, and the
particular question for ERHC was what to do about the intent to have legisla-
tive reform efforts coordinated in New York City.

MOTION: That ERHC supports the concept of a centralized approach to
legislative reform on the part of NACHO, but believes that this work should be
done by a committee of the national conference. PASSED. (Roll call # 7)

MOTION: To change "centralized" in the previous motion to "centrally
coordinated”. PASSED. (Roll call # 8)

MOTION: To add to the previous motion: "and proposes that the Wade-
Skaggs resolution be modified accordingly." PASSED.

16. Clearing House Committee.

It was decided not to engage in debate on or take action on the sugges-
tions for changes in Clearing House operations made by ERHC's representative cn
the Clearing House Committee, Stephen Donaldson. It was agreed that the organ-
izations individually should discuss and respond to his proposals. (so far
only CEH and ISE have done so.)

17. Implementation of political questionnaire.
It was decided that the Executive Committee should carry out this task.
18. Proposed distribution of church periodicals on topic of homosexuality.

A suggestion was made that ERHC might undertake to distribute copies of
SOCIAL ACTION (Dec. 1967; United Church of Christ) and SOCIAL PROGRESS (Nov.-
‘Dec. 1967; Presbyterian) which are devoted to material on homosexuality. It
was decided not to do anything about this as ERHC.

19. Expression of thanks for hospitality for conference.

The Chairman directed that the Acting Secretary or Secretary write a letter
thanking the Host Group of West Side Discussion Group and those associlated with
them for their hospitality for this meeting.

20. Proposal for public relations committee.

There was some discussion of the need for a public relations committee for
ERHC, prompted by the fact that two New York radio stations are currently pre-
paring series of broadcasts on homosexuality and homosexuals. No action taken.

21. Raising money to meet budget adopted.

MOTION: That each organization be assessed $30, to be paid within two
months after billing by the Treasurer. PASSED.

22. Next ERHC meeting.

It was decided to hold the next regional conference in Washington, D. C.,
on October 26-27, 1968.

23. Adjournment.

Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Gittings



