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MEM 0 ‘ON ECHO

These facts my serve to. clarify the ;

status of the New York Chepter of the

Daughters of Bilitis, Inc. in its par-"

ticipation in ECHO activities.

Farly in 1963, iiss Grey sent tele-l
grams to members of the Governing Board
requestihg permission for the Kew York
Chapter to incur obligations in excess
of $150 4n the course of participation
in a convention to be presented in Ph;l-;
adelphia- in 1963 in .cooperation with
other east coast honophlle organizations,
This' request was in accord with Artiels
D, Section 14 of the Constitution of the’
Daughters of Bilitis which stntes that:
no Chapter may incur a total contracted
indebtedness exceeding $150 without ap~
proval of the Governing Board, Since the
New York Chapter planned torrent on of=
fice and also to invest $150 in this
ECHO venture, there was a- high probabil=
ity that the Chapter’s total-contracted
indebtedness would at some time exceed
the $150 limit, It should be clear from
the: mture of the request- that it Wwas
made in respect to.a New York Chapter
activity; there is no.requirement that
the Governing Beard epprove . "National”
obligations exceeding $150. i

The resolution, passed umanimouslyrat
the Februery 9, 1964 business meeting of
the N.Y. Chapter, reguesting Governing
Board approvel of the N.Y.Chapter's con~
tinwed participation was based on the
essumption that similar circumstances
would apply to it's 1964 activities.
However, with the re'wval of tHe-Chapter
office to its new site, the N.Y. Chapter
does not anticipate - incurring indebted~
ness exceeding $150 and therefore the
4.Y. Chapter has not applied for such

" permission.

Those who question the propriety of

the N.Y.Chapter's use of the rame "Daugh-

ters of Bilitis" in the conduct of Chapt-

er activitles should answer these quest~

ions: 1) What rame would they prefer the
N.Y,Chapter use in the conduct of its ac=
tivities? 2) What right,other thkin repres
senting itself as a p_rt of the Paugh-
ters of Bilitis, Inc. is testowed onr @
Chapter by tho xannt of a Chapter Charter?
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The suggestion that Article D, Sec-
tion' 9 of the By-Laws - nmight "in some
fashion be invelved is incorrect: ECHC
is not an organization,ECHO has no mem-
bers whatsocever, -The New York Chapter
of the Daughters of Bilitis. is an east
ccost homophile organizatlon by virture
of geography, not Governing Beard reso-
lution, I suggest that iArtiele D, Sec~
tion 10 of our constitution is far more
pertinent, . . '
| Minutes. of the meetings of the ECHC
affilintes, 1CO0 copies of the ECHO bro-
chure, 100 copies of the. ECHO convent-
ion progran and o tape transcript of

‘the éntire convention were sent to our

"Natiomal" office and periodie press
releases were sent to all D.0,B. Chap-
ters. Jaye Bell, then President of D,O0.
B., discussed the 19563 GConvention on
the Red Benson Show in Philadelphin the
evening prior to the Convention. In the
history of this orsinization, no Chap-
ter activity bns keen - so completely o1
faithfully reported. .

The fact that ECHO is not an organ-
ization has created some questions re-
garding the . cwnership of assets whict
the affiliaticn has created,particular-
ly transcripts of papers presented at
the Cenvention which had not automatie-
aly - entered into the public demain, Ir
view of the fact that D.0.B, partiei-
pation, fimaneinl .and otherwise, was
assumed entirely by the New York Chap-
ter and in keeping with the spirit of
Article B, Section 4 of the By-Ilaws of
this organization, these assets, col-
lected by the N.Y.Chapter and not dona.
ted for the use of the Governing Board,
are the property of the N.Y. Chapter,

-until the dissclutien ofithat. Chepter.

If Miss Willer and -¥iss Grey do not
care to continue to represent .the Ner
York Chapter in ECHO, other New Yor!
Chapter memters will,
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