"rersonal” artticle for tnird section of sultimore Journal on

"now the woren's moveaent changed my life,etc." -- revised

Title 7

in kerrusry lumd 1 joined a womwen's Lioveration

study greup in washinegton, D.C.. As ve read fngels' Cricin of the

lamily 1 knew 1 had found other women who shared my anger,

frustration, aad nopes. I %topped‘rjinﬁ te organize

"radical teachers” and judbt ny job as en elementary sbhobl

teacher to work full time in the women'y movement,

i ThEe txme benween Septemoer 109 and the spring of

Val .
1970, women's Lineration reached its first peag W< in enevey,
, DA Iy

el

articipation, ani? media coverage. Hundreds of women came week

ufter week to our Ilree univers ity course oh—roHen—s

Liberation. oe cpened an office snd were flooued with mail,

aone calls, amd "new” women, Cur proje s and actions
p £roy

on daycare, abortion, the pill, and the war kept us out

all day 8ﬂd up all nignt, Cur enthusiam, which we

called female life-force, infected the left movement in the

city, including husbands snd boyfriends of many #.l.. women,

st softbrll gaaes, partics, ana communal sappers, women

clisllenped men wnout their chauvinism in s mock-s2rious way

waoicrn did noo tareater vLhe growine, sencse of community.

My huebang paid oar billsg,

and had,to know everything uhat iappened at,

warned the dishes half the tire
s

every women's

meeving,

0



by the spring of 1970 we had developea a descriptive analysis

e

of the'céhdition of middle-classshimerican wives4and mothers,

which most of us were., we practiced a fly-swatter, help-your-sister
anproach to ending the oppression of wcmen. Je were confused

by gunilt feelings abcut black, poor, and tnird world womem.

where could we pgo frum there?

&

Several woren who nad been leaders in W.L. got together to
form a working collective. +e knew we were bLeginring to flounder.

we had ’ ]
ideas but ndlenersy. e rejuected lesdecship but were scill lesders,

we prided ourselves that Washington wvoided tactionalism, and

Peet Tuete
) _reasons

tried to figure cut an individual explanation every time scme one
Topped cut of the roupd\iost of ull we believed "silsterhcoa 1.
puwerful ' and that an unalygis aod stratesy for oud liberation

mpl 2 . N i
wouldwcd%z out of our ~ouol wFhesfand ovur rencewed cericusnessa
A ’ wbes

th;ﬁ

Pk ont—o—

w=xt T the meantime 1 pad fallen in love with Joan

—have—heea.

and was gcared shitless that L would be kickea out of dcmen's

mslead of vudersfaud:

=

Liberation if anyone fourd out. At meetinzs in the W.L. office,
women protested loudly wacnever the media or men KEXX¥84
denourced #.Le as a "bunch of lesbians'". kach time 1 looked at
the floogr end waited for thewm to go home so¢ Joanm and I could
lock the door and make love,

Graduanlly wa tald car friaonde, and while we were bhoth
relating Lu iy hasbaod, RO one wan very apsel. Blaggvaal 1Ly was
seen as progressive. The real tureat, and tne real contrauaictions

in the women's movement, only became clear when first Joan, and then

1 , ended cur attempts to relate to my husband. /(:::)



I nad nevgr quwutloneu\—— or tnought of —-"hetcrosnxuality
as an 1n0u1'ution.(; begun Lo understund that everytiing 1 nad
thought was "natural' er—"teme® was a vicious lie maintained to keep
women down. 1 wes 45 cisorienged as my friends wore threatened.

Evergthing wvas difiercnsy

1 was very ccnscious of

c¢hanging. A crucial part of my conditioning as & woman was to

be passiv%ﬂ%Vfto let things happen to me. Wow I was deciding

ahion ot Gapfeen

to be different and dedng—i5e iy

s aens 3 gy : . N IR TR Y - -

nusosnds explained Lo each CTNELD Ehot§ L nad been stelen fred 4y
7’ ~ ) v

lesbian. Tnheir hatred of Joan as a "lead

rieras, anl! thei:

husband by o« man—-hating
lesbian only ecmphasized thelr need Lo countinue seeging ne as
passive, duped, non-tnreuatenins "real" wuman. AS 1 experiencced toae

a4 womsn and knowins I could change

M aM& b&afékﬂffw] c-a_/wn&

. Wﬂw,(omm;()
A\ — Must of my friends didn' tgh snd I gradually emersed from my
new gay euohorld to find myself in an alien world. 1 thought I had

combinea exhiliration o1 loving

I thought 2}l women would come oul,

been fighting pipg America before, but because of my classfaﬂq-race,fl

privilege, I bhad fought as a rebel, not as a reject. Everything

around me was, and of cource, always nad been, heterosexual -<_"aen

end women tovether, and men most important’. pooks, movies, peowvls

in the streets, my fumily, my friends, und especislly Women's

Liberaviuns Birth countrol, bad focks, ond abortions! 1 had

velutedly discovered lestian opprecssion. I was a gueerﬂfﬁﬂand 1

wag guing to have to fight in crder t@ survive myseli. I had

taught myself{ to shoplift to “"practice” for the revol.tion, but

now @s a legblan I nad to lie every day tc survive in the iuands world.
tmch o my new oprression as 2 lesbian was coming from my

heternmesonr Friondn - the womon 1 onad worked with and Loyed in
Holiv o 1 was o "uice” Jeald an whe caplaned Lo them uver ot wver,

28 lany tlh=s ag Lhey asfed, way L was a losbian and now - was

vppressed. at first I did not push anyons to come out,@veh as 1 began
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Al
- . . . L. . P and
to see tpat lesbianism ic o politicul cholcey] kept resssuring Lo, B0

myself, that we could continue to worx tomether.

1l wasted ener.y ond enction oa ttnem too long,. They had

women should love women.--.men Yeep w~omen apart --"women

n

said

together can change the world” . Eecuuse tney wouldn't or coulin't
Lhiwe op o fese  ideas, o ) .
chaases, tney are traiters to their own vision. They have been bought

off by tne privilepe and security theiuet from men, i1hey nave
hetrayed women, especislily tnemselves. s women's revelution
car be maa® only by women who give their full energy and love to

each otiher, that is, by lesbians

Unly after 1 had XMXXXEXXXKHX kicked out my husband aid 1 see
now much}}\had blocked out my rcul undersstanding ot mcn{anu male

supremacys. 1 could let myself rememuer the disgust lafelt about
e {2 (-( i N

fucking, un&&iyi:;ozgai_maégl&;gg_kxéquezn;—faﬁaﬂmAUNe_l fuck

1s a rape even if it feels nice because every man has power and

privilege over women}@%Khhezber he uses 1t blatantly or subtly.

iy "liberated" husbsnd kept me down ADG Dy viblence put by amakine me

A

werriea dll-fhe time about his feelings, problens,! "oppressicn”.

”y/ &eeﬂﬂilg, wﬁégﬁ%ﬁg‘gunlting tacEc no longer worked on me,KXE&X
KUHEXEHER XM AMAXERE AR A 41X he sat in désbelief, and 1 saw him

consider whether to fall back on the mule power which he had wlways

feel 5u11ty. He wanted me to be a gééong woman us lonpg as
™y

had in reserve, 8 u heterosexual I had always haa to double-
thinok, "well, my munﬁs an exceplion” every tdme 1 got close to

tae truth”™-- shat—is, that malc supremacy is tne scurce of all
wp)rnvr?un;\wnd that ecvery man heonef{ita trom it, as a Jesbian 1

tave Lapun Lo oxnerionee how 1L owill e furer vwanbalt by diffarand

an WLl Lepin Lo bulld cul own world, A "m o | EN a“ﬂlgjd o i
. : - da R .
e | LoaEmeeml | hod wet <)c/wwe/'4¢”-<9 et

When 1 {irst cume out 1 thoupght of myself as wiffererts— hieh
Smpiied bebterg than "ovlad" lesbians., 1 belicved in my "supericr

YA
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. S o i )
women' s cungcicusness' and mny ”gﬁxﬁllﬁfﬁnury life-style.” 1 was

:g A{frerd O ar [€Shians ond ‘ ; - =
= oft 5 e Wi oles o Mhoxistt canp numor. i E
N ST 4
“ T lovked at lesbians witn 111 Lhe picjutice an: {eur i nut 18
\“'~§ exual. I wanted to -stiul ve 'nermal? ang to
§ ) # heterosexual. a5 1 saw throuwsn the perve :

S of neterosexvality, and as=f cxpericnces the shit that came 2own
% 3 from my scroieht friends, my identification as a lesbian —— o
_Tgéj man-hating ayke —- became wery cledr So me. 1 cut myv halr g b
. gymuolic cul with my .ust, and pecause 1 wantea to look Like o

i

b
E;g-ﬁ "real" lesulan. The var whicn had fricatered me st Uicst vecame
by ﬁi‘ my refuse too.

éﬁ? by becomay

1 gave ub sume ol my Lrivalope s I aywe. But Lo oonrly now

underdtunding sone of tne rest of ay privilege and now 16 chan 7 0.

' about o year agc 1 joined a _esbilun collective that lived tosgefnen

one painful week and orcxe up, lar;ely vecuuse several of us had
not dealt witn our class privilepges (%%
r 0 WO

Li nad thougnt that eignt pay women living tuecenner WOl be
henven stter beyhg thc isolatien oirneinq Lh%&%nly +we lesdlans
in Women'« Liberation. But I was soviinﬁﬁwhat I tnéupht wus
”revolutjonury”i—{ipommunul cverything, nun—monugaﬂy,;ﬁrpq -
that 1 resisted an& criticism aboul ny class behavior 0 C;%

Class'nad beon mentioned in

but not understood in the neterosexusl womnen'e rovemernt, becuuse \

women spent o1l toeir time dealing with men instead of with each

other, and because the orvanizatdon was otartea and controllea Dy
[N

middle classywomen wno coulan't or wouldn't see that our class

e behuvior wazs the cuuse of muny of ihe problems that co Jdist.edsed

C(’h\ﬁl(me —
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There are many ways in which I have s##¥} not changed enough

aboug clags. Some of them I understand andXKX¥EXXKX Just have

to do something about.I know there is a lot I don't understand

yet apbout class, and I have hardly begun to deal with race, 1

1id change fromfhetercsexual to a lesbian, and from hetercsexual

consciousness to lesbian consciousness. I am frustrated and angry

at women who cling to their privilege and refuse to make that

change. wOrking class women areXHKXX¥XX just as angry a%t me, for
MLonSs

the same good reason. The revolution 4e—abewdt change., vWomen

changipg themselves..«xomen changing the world., There is no

middle ground and no individual solution. If you, or I, chocse

not to change, we choose apyainst 2 women's revolution and against

ourselves.



