TELT OF A LETTER SENT BY THE COMMITINE ON RELICIOUS CONCERNS OF THE MATTACHINE

SCOIETY OF WASHINGTON TO APiRCALATELY 1000 CLERGYHEN OF ALL FAITHS AND

DENQMINATIONS IN THE GREATER WASHIKCTON AREA.

Doar :

The HMattachiro Socicty of Washinpton is an organization dodizstod to the
improvemont of the stalus of the homesexual by tho clininution of the projudice
and digscrimination which cuist aml wnich arc brought to bear cgainst hime A
formal statenent of cur Socioty's purposes is onclosed hercwithe

At present,; cnc of our cormitteos is ongzagod in making a syshematie approach
to the clorgy ard loaders of all denominations in the grenter Washington arca, in
an attompt to enlicw their aid, singly, and, porhaps, jointly, in an cffort to
assist this large group of pecoplo badly in need of assistance, Wo encloso
herewith tho formal statemont of purposo of our Cormitteo on Religious Concerns,

That this is a matter of no small importance is doronstratcd by the fact that
the rost reliable studics (those by Kinsey) indicate that the hormoscxual comprises
10% of our populetion, and is thus owr country's largest minority group after tho
Negro, Thus this is yowr problem sinco it involves nany members of your congro—
gation,

As indicated by our Cormittects statoment of purposc, our primary reasons for
approaching you are two-fold:

l. The homoscxual feels himself unjustly rejected, condermed, and
dospised by rmest religious groupse  Feeling himself cast out, he becores an
outcast, to the loss and detriment both of himscelf amd of organigcd religion.
Wa would like to sce this situstion romedicd. There is no geod reason for the
hormoscxual not to play an active rol¢ in the religicus life of the coramunity,
Many would likc to do so if allowede

2, The horosexual finds himself discriminetcd against and donied basie
civil libertics and social rights to a degrce which, in many respects, far excceds
that encountered by the Negro. This is true not only as a matter of private
attitudo, but of official P'deral Governrert policy as well. We feol that such
prejudice and discrimination are as irmioral, as unreasonable, and as harnful, when
dirccted against members of the horosuxual minority, as whon dirccted against
nmerbers of other minorities, Wo should like to enlist your aid in elirdnating it

We will do our part in helpin- to solve these problems which have too long
been "swopt undsor the rug". Will you participate in aiding us to find a solution?
Would you b. interested in attending a conference involving clergyron and religious
leaders and reprosentatives of the horoscxual covmunity?

We will be pleased to answer any questions which you might have, and to meat
with you personzlly, if you wish, to discuss those matters.

We look forward to your replye. Thank YOUge

Very truly yours,



