Coxments on thie Studices of Dr. Irving Bieboer

The Co writtee on Relisious Concerns of thoe lMattachine
Socioty of VWashington wishes to ¢711 to your attention
certain littlce publicizced facts about Dr. Irving Bicher's
studics, NDr. Blieboerts claims have rcecoived somie notoricty
bececause of his sumport of the coneopt of cures Tor hopo-
scxuals.

Dr, I, Rubin's Discussion Guide No, 2 aptly desipnates
Dr, Diecber's bLook, Heoloscxualily as " the best psychoanalytic
conparative study of 1o oscxuals ~ad hetorosexuals in therapy .,
e would have you toke particular notice of the last two
words wiidch characteorize Dr. MTubin's descrintion of Biocber's
Wworic,

Dr. Niebeor and his associntes nmade a stuady of the rosults
of the treatrment of 106 horoscxual paticnts who wvere ALWADY
neurctic or psyvcehotic, and who worae tiwet oo pnred with non-
hooozoenxual ncurotics,

Fad

This stoudy catendcod ovor o perisd of wnly years and cest
czout o .illion dollsars. According to the ranort the annlysts
weie able te curce only 29 paticents TIUS LEAVING 73 UNCIIANGED so
nr as their hoaosexual QOFlqu were concerned.  The Sieber
studics are offten cited as ewidencoe tint honoscexudls cnn chango

if "they roally want to,'

Althoush Dr, Biegber and his assccintes strugzled through
analysis and undoers:ent the termeni and difficultices that 41t
entails, nany of thewn for livterally huandroeds of hours, niore
than /Uﬁ DELTNED HOMOSEXUALS. Tt would scori to us thnt 73%
Failuve is o Lavgoe figore AND THAT TIHIS IS TIHE RZALISTIC FIGURE
THAT SIQULD Le PUBLICITAZD in order to obtaoin bhotter gelfl-
widers toandin, by thoe hoosaxunl and boettor acceptance of hixm
by his socicty, TO FOCUS ATTENTION ON THE 279 IS UIS-LIALIND
AND DAGERCUS,

Of the 29 parsons changad, 18 of sheo (6290} wewo in privatae
therapy for 350 hours or rorc. Anintiiar 9 cnsos tools botwoon
150 and 250 hours, Inconly tuwo crses was a choangn offected

in less thnon 1;0 houvs.



Dr. Bicboer reports that 23 of the 29 changed paticents
consciously UVANTED to change, The implication hers, we

Lolicews, i3 ciso dangerous. He scoins t3 say vhat the ine-
aiviad-:al eosuld chnnoe® if he truly desired change, and that

it is stubborness or perversity which keep hio from deing so.
This attitude adverseiy affeccts the attitudes of tho geoneral
public towrnrdz 1illioans of homosexurls who are unable ©o
changse thoir sexual oricntaztion,

Dr, Bicberts figures are also nis--lceading in that they
seornt to say that 27% of ALL hoiioscxuals who come for Llherapy
can bhce changed. DPr. Pieber dceces not talke into account thosc
milliens of homoscxunis who do not {(for pany reasons) mo into
therapy. [fost hoiros=xunls, as the volfendon Comsittece pointed
out, nevexr o into thorapy, and thie ovoervihclming wmajority of
homosaexuals do not cven desire to do sao.

r. dichber's sonling technicues ore thoreugshly inndequate.
Theoy do not - as has bceor shown - spealk (evcn TOnotely) far
211 howvosexuals, but only for a tiny minority of honoscxunls
who arc in therapy.

finnlly, since ho-oscxuality is (as Froud szid) no "vice,

1
no desradation, nothing to bo ashaned of" thors is no gocd
reascn why hensesexuals should feel corpelliced to soell to changae
their oricntatioas, any wore than heterosoxuals sheula feel

coripellcd to change thoadir sexuzal orienintions.



