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ECHO, the initlal letters of the East Coast Homophile Organize-
tions, 1s an ill-chosen name. At this point in the homophile
movement we have nothing to do with echo. we are in our forma-
tive years. Vvhat we say and d¢ is, for the:.most part, fresh

and new, no matter how old the problems may be. What we are
meeting for today 18 to make people avare that what we are seek-

in§ is the right to live our lives as decent, respectable human
beings. ‘We are seeking to remove the vells of superstition and

ignorance that have clouded tne issue of homosexuality since tine
days of David and Jonathan.

Wow, Just what exactly is ECHO? &CHO is the volce of the homo-
pnile -movement, &LCHO is the spokesman for some fifteen million
American citizens. LCAO is the hope-of this nation's second
largest minority proup. &OHO is young but dynamic.. ECHO is
struggling but succeeding., &CHO is small bhut growing, and ECHO
is needed. Let me illustrate this need by citing zn example. I
am talking to you today not only as LCHC coordinator, but as a
criminal and a liar. I am unconvicted of the felony I committed
only because I was not caught. By way of explanation let me
state that after I jraduated from high school I wanted to join
the service. I did so, served my time, and was discharged hon-
orably. This was possible only because I perjured myself when I
enlisted., Had my lie been found out I would have been dis-
charged dishohorably; had I not perjured myselfl when I enlisted,
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I would have been denied the right to serve my country.

My case is certainly not unigue, but. is5 repeated thousands of
‘times & year. As & nomosexual I am considered unaesirable by my
government and unfit te serve in its armed {orces. The fact that
I did serve, and was ncnorably discharged, does not alter the
facts in their eyes. The fact that millions of homosexuals have
nonorably served thelr country does not helpr to change the
government' s positicn.

Am I bitter about my own experience? For a leng time, for mamy
vears I wasn't. Thls was 1life; this was inevitable., Thls was
cng of the scourges of helng o nomesexucl. I didn®t think about
it; I lived with it. Then I came across the komophile movement.
This is what 1t did fcr me: 1t made me realize that I should not
have to settle for o second-clasg ciltigenship. It focused my at-
tention on the fact. that the defeatist attitude of "what will he,
w111 be" need nct bé.

30 much for me. { mention this cnly to show cne of the prob-
lems confronting the homophile movehent, and to show how a

homosexual coming into contgct with the movement is made aware
of the need for a cnanzge. This contact between the homesexual
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#hat 1s the horiophile movement =2nd who are its members? The
homophile movement 1s a world-wide social phencmenon in which
individuais and groups working thrcugh the media of mass com-
municaticon and private endeaver are seeking to change the
archaic public and private attlitudes currently held on the sub-
jeet of homoscxuality--in short, working to ilmprcve the status
of the homosexual in his society., ECHU is one of the leaders in
this movemecnt. :

How does ECHO function to achiege these ends? This couference
is one of the ways, Onec of the primary purpceses of thia con-
fercnce is to male pecople aware of some of the provlems. w«0HO
jorks in many other ways. Also, cach ol the affiliated groups
operates slightly differently; they put a different emphasis cn
the means, to achieve ilhe common ends ln view, by stressing
those means which they consider mest ilmpertant. Thus cnc group
way stress the importance of educatlng and informing the publlc
and_ put most of its cfforts into sponscring public lectures and
publlshing informative articles., Another may stress selfl-
imprevement and sclf-understanding and work with the homosexual
as an individual with individual problems. 3Some stress research
and secck to institute and cooperate in rescarch in the area of
nomesexuality. Another zroup will stress civil actlon and work
directiy towgrd changing laws and cofficial attitudes as they re-
late to the homosexual. This 1s not tc say that all these ap-
prcacnes ars not used 1ln some degree by all the groups. But it
is a hard road strewn with many ocbstacles. I mentioned the



attitude of the aArmed 3ervices., The Mattachine Society of ‘Yash-
Ington is worklnp Ue change these cnarges of undesirability and
unfitness of the homosexual. However, Lhe response has not been
gratifying although.we have met with. officials at the Pentapgon
and have sat in on conferences with Selective Service heads, U
have found out that ne :one is greater for "passing the buck” than
our goveranment. Our reguests {or information have been trans-
ferred from office to office with the excuse that, and I quote,
"This matter does not come under our jurisdiction.” ihen we do
get any further responge it is usually to the effect that section
such and such, paragrapit 8¢ and so of the Army code or the De-
fense code states that homosexuals are undesirable aund subject to
dishoncratle discharge. ‘Yhen we ask for the authorities en thls
subject and the reasons for this statement, cur correspondence

1s suddenly cut off. .

Je resent this treatment and we resent the unsubstantiated aeccu-
sations made, and we will continue to work to change this situa-
tion.

Homosexuals are nol unfit., Homosexuals are not undesirable.
Homosexuals are nol strangs creatures who evolved through the
ages 1n some manncr entirely differcent from the rest of the
hunan race., domosexuals are people -- reazl, live, humarx pecple.
They have abllitics and capabilities to work and serve well —-—
%gst like real people. They alsc have the apility to fecl cmo-
Cions and resent uhjustness —- just like real pceoblc. They can
be hurt likc real pcople, and if they arc cut it is blood that
flows ifqm_tnﬁL? Velas, nolt some vielous venon. They are tired
qf naving sueck thrown continually in their faccs.

Givil liberties. vhat do thesc worde mean to the homosexual?
You recad in the nowspapcrs that othor minority groups arec fight-
ing for thelr civil liberties; for instance, for £he right tc be
scrved food 1n a restaurant, without discrimination. Does the
homoscxual nave anything in common with this fight? You bet
your bottom dollar he decs.

Casc in polnt. The banguet halls of the Intcrnational Inn, thc
Gramercy Inn, and the Manger Hamilton Hotcl refuscd to scrve us
because there might be some homesexuals prescnt. The viashington
Daily News, the &vening Star, cven the liberal Post rcfused to
advertise this confcrence becausc it pertained to homescxuality.
If this 15 not discrimination, then what is%

Do you say that becausc we are somewhat controversial that this
“puts us in a slightly different catogory? +hat do you read in
the papecrs today that iz not controversial? Civil strife is
controversial ., The Presidential camnpaizn is controversial, and,
I might add, a lot dirtier than our poor cfforts. Papers would
cciie to cxist if they did not print and report on controversial
maticrs,



Civil liberties -- what a mockery to the Civil Service employee
who 1a dilscharged after years of faithful service bescause of
allcgations of homosexuality, and who cannot sven confront his
accusers. Sceurity risks, they say, subject to blackmall. . To
wnom would they be blackmalled? Thelr enmployer, who is. the
government which set up thls ridiculous set of circunstances.
This 18 a viecious eircle; it must be broken, and 1t will be
broken.

Sceurity risks -- sscurity risks indced. In the ycarn 1963,
celghtyseven defoectors crossed over to Iron Curtain cocuntries,
Fifty-four of these¢ crossed over becausc of involvenents with
women., The regst crossed cver for a varicty of other reasons.
Kot one vwas in any vway involved with homesexuality. - A few years
ago twenty-ninc defectors erossed over into Red China, All were
nmarried men or subsequently married while in China,. They say
that thc homosexual is the scourity risk. I say: "Beware of thc
heteroscxual.”

We are grossly maligned, and unjustly so. We want reasonably
and sanely to confer with tho powers that e to set right these
wrongs., We will bhend over backward to neet them on thelr
ground. But, if we are not heard, we will fight.

Qur deunands are not unreasonable. e arec not asking for favors
or speeial treatnent, just the rights, and all the rights, af-
forded the hecterosexual. Ve aro still in the asking atagc. Yo
wlll soen reach the demanding stago.

And how about..soclal rights? The avorage nomoscxual 1ls running

o 8cared in his own scelcty, His soecial rights arc nil. Tho
total cxclusion of the homosoxual from government cmploynont
carrics over into privatce snterprisc, sincc in this soclcty, as
in most, the government scts the standards. 30 part of the fear
of the homosexual is purely an ccononle onc. The fcar of loss
of jok, the loss of & necans of livelihood. This fear 1s such

an inbred thing that it is sonetines carried to cxtrceumes. For
instance, the hoteroscexuals who are attending this neeting have,
alrnost without cxeceptlon, pald thcolr registration fees with
personal chocks., The homosexuals arc afraid to take this chance;
afraid even of the word ECHO appearing on their oanccllcd cheeks,
Sc, most of the honosexuals who have registercd” have donc g0 by
bank draft. Wo tell-talc checks lying around. No hank teller
secing the word LCHO on tholr checks., How careful can you bo?
And yct, you have to be, What a sad state of affairs. But, if
you were a honoscxual, would you take this chance?

That question was purcly rhctorical sincc it 1s inpossiblce for a
neterosexual to put himsclf in the place of a homoscxual, To
know the g¢onstant fear, so comstant that 1t almost becowes sub-
consclous, of being found out&;byrun'employor, family, fricnds.
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I cculd not dare t¢ talk to you today undcer any other nang butl
Roboert Xing, because this is not wy real namc. Wore I to usc ny
real name, tonorrowW I would probably not have a job., Who would
keep a "gueer" on their payroll? And I have to cat, I stand herc,
evar 20, in the feary that sonconc I know Trom theo world of the
heterosexual nay walk in that door and I will bc discovercd. You
gay that as 2 spokospan for the homosexual, 28 a nueobey of the

homophile aovencnt, I should not hide behind & pscudonym. 1 say
that whon theo day comesS that T don't have to hide pbehind a pscudo-

nym our job wlill be done. - -

Jocial rights? To the homosecxuzal this pneans the right to have =z
joh work well at it, and not be in constant finr of losing it.
It means Che right to 2geilalize with the frionds onc chooscs a
thM places once chooses Lo 3o, and therc arc such plaecs, bars and
1oun;ba, whicre the honosexual nay go to be with othcers of his
k¥ind, but. cven herc one gocs with the fear of harassnont and policco
survelllaneco

Again, this constant fcar. And how about onc's family? How
tired onc can ot of LJkLﬁ5 up rea sona and cxcuscs for boins
thirty-fivc and still 2 bachclor. what can you say to an uncle
who 18 constantly 131{1-1.3: ”H@s'@ your lovc 11fo?” To an aunt
who asks: "Wio's your latost LY1Tri onds To . nother who asks:
"when are you going to got m*Ichd 80 that I can h:xﬁ sone grand-
children?" You sort of laugh, lic and shogpishly shrug it off,
but you pget tired of this gome. BSo you jein the howmophile move-
ment, wherc the one chance of changinr public opinion exists. Wo
are working to change public opinicon. Wo want teo live in a world
where this constant fear of disecovsesry docs not exist becausc it
does not matter, and this world will conc. Not Lomorreow, oy next
year, or perhaps cvon in our lifoting., But it will econe, and wo
are here to asc thalt it does,.

|

Jo are asking azgain, but only feor the right fto live a happy, de-
cent community life, to be accepted by our nseighbors as equal
aenbers of socliety. Not unreasonable desands, but they are still
Toing unneord,

2L do we do? wWo try to strenglhen oursclves so that our
crics and pleas will be a 1little locuder. As individuals, wo join
groups. The groups try to enlargc their nenbership and to in-
eraase the clrculation of tholr publications. They try to collcct
funds to finance thelr work. Then the sroups thensclves oet to-
gether and forn RllllluLLOhS 3uch as ECHD and sponsor confer-
enees such as this. DBut we have only scratchecd the surface. Our
work has just begun. I acntioned cerrlier that ore and nore
homosexuals and heteroscxuals who believe in civil rights and
libertles arc conlng into contact with the homophile ovenent.

We are small, but wo are expanding rapidly. What rdght, what
persuzsive pomcr if all the homoscxuals joined the rovencntt
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Why, we could even put into office those people whon we felt would
be synpathetic to our cause. Fifiecen million deciding votes-—--
which 1s a plurality larger than any president has cver received),
The honmophile novenent right now is snall--excluding psople who -
only subseribe to our publications, there are perhaps 500 really
agtive nerbers--but that leaves a dormant 2rny of 14,999,500
homosegxuals out therc Just walting to be awakoned., And this dor-
pant aray 1s beginning to stiyr; and so to Life Hagazine and the
llew York Medical Bureau, who say, 'Good Lord, they are coning
out into thc copent”, and to. the New York Tines, Harpers Hagazine
and the wWall Stregt Jourmal, who say. "My God, thoy arc organiz-
ER IR

ingl"—-— we say: "Brothecrs, you ain't secn rothin' yoil

=



