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A revolutionary women’s movement must understand
the subtle yet dynamic barriers of class that ex-
sist in this advanced consumer capitalist society
because class is one of the main pillars that keeps
the male power system standing sturdy, Cl :
wonien down and d§vided throug% miﬁgiz clgéisioﬁgﬁ?i
oppressive behaviour towards lower class women.
Instead of recognizing class for what it is, middle
class women refuse to see it in order to keep many
of the privileges that they get from that same class
system,

Movements to date have dealt with class only in
its romantic and academic Marxist sense. The ro-
mantic view of the working class is some groovy sim-
plistic way of living rather than an oppressive pro-
duct of capitalism. There's nothing cool or gutsy
about being working class...it's a brutalizing and
dehumanizing way to grow up. In a society re-
sponsive to images it is hard to break that roman-
tic vision of tlie working class. Witness the pop-
ularity of the downwardly mobile life style.

Before we begin to figure out class and how it
specifically affects our movement, we have to under-
stand the devastating psychological effects that
poverty has on the working class in this country.
The conditioning and behaviour that comes from fi-
nancial security and the lack of financial security
are radically different. In a society based on
materialism, your worth is defined by where you are
on the economic ladder. One of the reasons that pov-
continues in the richest country in the world
is because people are brainwashed with the protest-
ant ethic. If you're successful, it's because you
work hard and are a good, clean, ambitious American.
If you are poor, you haven't tried hard enough,
therefore you are lazy and useless and your poverty
is your punishment. The sad truth is that most
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poor people believe that they're inferior
in a way that confirms it. Everything in
society keeps them thinking it. Every ad
show confirms their economic inferiority. Every
beauracratic insult and humiliation makes their
place in society more secure in its horror. Even
the material goods you acquire work against you.
One can buy a color TV and car '"on time', but

these are visual pacifications that keep people off
off the streets, in debt, and even more depen-

dent on the system.

For example, if Marsha Msrvelous has nice
clothes, eats good food and has a little spend-
ing money then all of her social maintenance things
are taken care of. Her place 1s now secure 1in the
community. If Gracie 0'Neil eats boiled potatoes,
Hostess Twinkies and drinks Kool Aid most of her
childhood then chances are her teeth will rot out
by age 15 and she will have a lousy disposition
from lack of proper nutrition. And if her clothes
are from the bargain table of St. Vincent De Pauls
Goodwill Shop it doesn't exactly instill her with
an air of graciousness and confidence as she walks
down the halls of her high school. Her worth and
potential in this society are questionable and at
best shakey, Marsha thinks Gracies a real frump
and is that way because that's just the way things
are. Gracie will usually think Marsha's better
because she has a nice disposition and pretty teeth
and thats just the way things are.

America has set up a scale of worth that affecii-]

everyone. If you are not white, 25, male, middle
class, and exude an aurora of virile sexuality then
.you are inferiér. (this includes aiout 98% of the,
. populati - At the-top:of t is sca. e arc the weal
‘Ehgfegﬁé?g% ﬁ%ﬁjg?ﬁﬁhég5%€¥gm are tﬁe'genﬁﬁléSs”pow'r
less trash. This scale keeps everyone in line. Wi
in it, eveéryone, including those near the bottom,

cling to that part of their idenity that makes 'r_hemm

superior to someone else, middle class over work-

And it works especially well in keceping women di-

ing class, white over black, male over female, ctc.[]

vided. Sexism and classism reinforce each other

sometimes in outragous ways.
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