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ELLA FITZGERALD:
Ziegfeld’s Star Diva Starts the Millennium with a Year of Celebrations

Ta]k to the drag queen! If you’ve"(’ever heard it before, you got to get yourself to Ziegfeld’s. Coming down the stairs,
resplendent in sequins, exquisitely turned out, professionally timed, and in total command of the stage is Ms. Ella Fitzgerald,
the diamond in Ziegfeld’s crown of drag.

She’s a force of nature on stage, and one you better go with rather than against. Picking on the audience, lapdancing on a
customer, reading the girls, and performing un- der the lights, she just fills up the performance
area and dominates the club. It’s high quality entertainment and great good fun all in one
small but dominating bundle!

There’s an inevitability, and continuity,
early as junior high school and continuing
the new millennium is her year of celebration:
tion, 25 years as a drag artist and 20 years at

She started out as an entertainer in jun-
tion from Flip Wilson’s classic portrayals of
Warrenton VA, she did her own Geraldine skit.

In 1975, the future Ella Fitzgerald brought
her drag debut on October 31, 1975 at the old
old Plus One on 8" St NW with the number
her back; she joined the cast and spent sev-

As she honed her art during the mid-

to Ms. Ella Fitzgerald’s career beginning as
straight up to the year 2000. The first year of
25 years in the Gay Pride parade and celebra-
the club now known as Ziegfeld’s.

ior high and high school, drawing inspira-
Geraldine. In high school dramatic arts in

herself to DC, settling in Arlington. She made
Pier 9. She auditioned one Tuesday at the
Touch Me in the Morning. Plus One asked
eral years performing there.

70s, the artist-to-be-known-as-Ella-Fitzgerald
also went through an evolution of names. She came to Washington as Sharon O’Brieg. The
Plus One changed her name to Black Fanny Brice, and in 1976 the Academy Awards of
Washington changed it once again to Ella Fitzgerald, the name she has made famous
across the metropolitan region.

From Plus One, Ella moved on to the Barn, then the old Rogue (1980 to 83), the Rogue 2 (1983-84) and finally to Washington
Square, later the Other Side, and what finally became known as Ziegfeld’s. Her first performance at Ziegfeld’s was July 4™ 1980,

When Ziegfeld’s was inaugurated in 1988, thirteen years into her career, Ms. Fitzgerald was already one of Washington’s
leading drag performers. A good observer of other artists, Ella had taught herself to paint, do hair, and choose her clothes — skills
she has passed on to her drag daughters.

Though Ella constantly reminds her audiences that “it’s all an illusion” built of beads, baubles, clothes, makeup, duct tape and
more, the illusion involves enormous effort. “Drag doesn’t seem to be taken seriously”, she says, adding “‘some people have no idea
of the time effort and money that go into it. Drag is very very expensive: the music, the wardrobe, the make-up...”

Diva Ella is emphatic about the dedication required to become a true drag artist. “Drag doesn’t happen overnight. It takes ten
years to be a professional, to know what you’re doing. You can’t rush it.”

Leona: We aren’t shy! We do shots! Dead i I’lq S ! Ma, take a pill!

JC: We have a new rule. No one’s in a dress! Ella (licking beer off of John’s bald
3111?}”6(;:0 g1've me shots. But ... Tcan Tina Tuna Adams: Ican’t talk without head): That’s mf Jenny Craig exercise
ask for them! a cocktail. for the weekend!

JC: We're all alcoholics here. Get over Xavier: What REgina can’t stand:

Amanda: My feet hurt!!

it!
it Xavier: Stop shopping at Payless!

Dexatrim, locks on refrigerators,

Jordan: Let’s get loud as a table . . Slimfast, ..
decoration Xavier (on the newly stripped down

’ floors at Mr P’s): Very 9th St, isn’t it? Ella: I'm sweating like a white woman
Xavier: If I’ve offended anyone with Or a cell block. in church.
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what I've said, fuck you! Tina Tuna Adams (to Tawanna,

Lena: Never say no to a 300 poundfin heckling her from the DJ booth): Hey
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