
Scene/Heard
Celebrations and Congratulations!  Birthdays:  Best wishes for still more Gemini birthdays!  And lots of happy returns (on and off
stage!) to Amanda Springfied , Lauren Kyle , Tiffany R .   Recognition Capri Bloomingdale was selected by Aristo records to
represent Whitney Houston at Badlands on Pride Sunday!  Capri is known for her Whitney and Patti Labelle impersonations.  Getting
Married:  Lamont, Mr P’s top bartender and former boy toy and Rusty (sometime bartender at Mr P’s and La Cage) have announced
their engagement.  Reliably informed sources said the proposition -- sorry that should be proposal! -- was made  along the romantic
Riverwalk in San Antonio earlier this month.  Lamont, who takes pride in wearing a Bitch! cap, is reported to have actually gotten moist
-- around the eyes, not the thighs!

Mr. P’s Tries It !!  AND It Works!!!   For the first time in many years, Mr. P’s has added a new drag show.  The worn stage of the  club
on P St NW now has a Saturday night show hosted by one of the club’s favorite perfomers, Ms Regina “direct from the BET
Soundstage” Joezet.

She’s Baaaack!  At long last Miss Teena Marie Cromwell is back on stage.  Miss Cromwell retired from the stage in the Autumn of
1999 after suffering the losses of both her mother and her drag mother.  This June she returned to the stage to roars of applause at Mr.
P’s new Saturday show with her trademark puppet duet.  This girl does get her hands into a man!  She dedicated a number to the
memory of her mother this past Sarurday. Also good to have back on stage is Miss Tonya Roberts of DC and South Florida who has
been coping with major illness in her family.  Tonya’s return to the stage has also been via the new Saturday show at Mr. P’s.

DRAG CARES! - at Franklyn’s Coffeehouse, Jymmye Jaymes, Blair Michaels, Nikki Parker, Miss Baby Michaels, and drag king
Hunter raised nearly $3000 for pediatric AIDS support.  Next fundraisers are Mr ASGRA 2000’s for AIDSWalk and Food & Friends
and  the Brandy Dover memorial  for Grandma’s House on July 10th.  Both are at Sheridans.

Don’t Miss the Drag Kings: They’re back on July 5th, hosted by Drag King Ken and starring Devonne and Hunter (Capital Pride’s
Drag King) and all the gang at Chaos at 10pm.  Let’s hope the show runs longer then past ones.  It always seems to be over too soon!!
And get there early to get a good spot!

Toast of the Town:  At Chaos, the Leona and Lena, the Two Tons of Fun, start the evening, after their signature intro It’s Raining Men,
with “All right, everyone raise your glasses.  Here’s to all the men we’ve loved!  May they rot in Hell!”

Clean Drawers!  Remember how they used to tell you to always be sure you had on
clean drawers before you went out, just in case you ended up in a hospital.  Well,
there’re better reasons than an accident.  As a couple of front row fans at Ziegfeld’s
found out, The Drag Queen can pull them out or off for the whole viewing public to see!
And then there was one half of the Two Tons of Fun on a damp Saturday night in a
glittering blue blouse and just her panties!

Have You Ever Noticed … How Lena Lett and Leona Hemsley, the Two Tons of Fun,
hold their mikes on Saturday nights?  Sideways, kind of like you’d hold a drumstick
you were eating!!  Maybe they’re just reliving great meals at Colonel Sanders or Popeyes.

HEARD:

Gucci:  “Attitude Check!” . Audience:  “Fuck you bitch!”  Gucci: “Good!”
Lena Lett (taking out her breast form and handing it to a lesbian) “I feel like Betty Ford.”

Leona:  “You look like Gerald Ford.”
Lena Lett:  (in search of the lineup list)  Half the battle in show biz is looking like you

know what you’re doing
Gucci:  This shit is expensive.  You try getting up in drag and see what it costs you!!
JC:  Someone complained to management.  This is a gay bar patronized by gay men, so
   get over it or go to Bennigans.
JC:  It’s the alcohol talking.  I haven’t had enough of it yet; that’s why I’m not in a good

mood.
Ella:  My old ass is tired.  I’m sweating like a fat white woman in church.
Ella:  You better shut up or I’ll take this wig off and whip the fuck out of you.

Drink Etiquette:  Lena Lett adding Leona’s shot to hers while Leona changes “I’ll just
look after this.  You know they don’t keep well.” and later, helping herself to a fan’s drink,
“Ooh, this is wine and it’s warm!  Put some ice in it and get a real drink!

TURF! At Mr P’s, Fred Stone telling Gucci she had no right to do Patti Labelle’s Think
ing of You, “That’s Capri’s song!  You have no right!  That’s Capri’s main song!”  Gucci,
answering, “That’s Patti Labelle’s song!”

Lookin Good!
Fefe Opulence giving new meaning to
“Brick House” with a four turreted cas-
tle on her head and a red-brick motif
bathing suit at Chaos.  Maybe she’s
doing ads for the DC Housing Author-
ity.

Lolita Diamonte in a provocative new
outfit of shimmering iridescent skirt and
towering headdress of purple and black
‘flames’ that challenged the overhead
lights and equipment at Chaos

Holli Wood looking very geriatric Miss
Kitty in elegant dancehall girl costume
and cane at Sheridan’s

Capri Bloomingdale looking feline with
two variations on her rust-colored
crushed velvet outfit at Mr P’s, one vari-
ation with bejewelled breast cups

Samantha Jones, the girl who puts the
slink in slinky, at Chaos in a tight pink
dress and later in latex.  You have to
wonder how she gets out of them again.

Billie Ross at Ziegfelds in a gold pat-
terned dress looking almost like Pharoah
but moving through her adoring fans
like Moses through the Red Sea.

Talking with:  Barbara MacNair, Erica Alexander
Around Town at Sheridan’s, Ziegfeld’s, Mr P’s
Straight Talk
Snaps!
Pump & Circumstance
Scene/Heard, Pageant Scorecard, Where the Drag Is
Drag RagDrag RagDrag RagDrag RagDrag Rag Goes Online
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Barbara MacNair: Telling It Like It Was and Is
—  This is me.  This is my life ... in the City of Queens and Presidents!

The Drag Rag is starting a series of interviews and articles to discover and preserve the history of gender illusionists in the
nation’s capital.  Barbara MacNair, whose career in gender illusion began in 1954 and only just ended in 1998, is contributing
pictures and memories of 4 decades of DC history.

Twenty-five years ago, two months before Ella Fitzgerald arrived in DC, the Washingtonian Magazine (August 1975, p.68)
reported seeing Barbara MacNair at Dolly’s a popular club at New York Avenue NW and 13th, near the old bus station:

“As she lipsynchs, Barbara MacNair, a willowy black queen, takes in dollar after dollar, accepting each with the
regality of a princess who feels such tribute is merely her due.  She closes with what has become an unofficial anthem
for drags and gays, Shirley Bassey’s shrill declarative This is Me:

This is my life,
Today, tomorrow, love will come and find me
For that’s the way I was born to be
This is me.  This is me.  This is my life ...”

She’s a much-traveled DC native, a survivor, a teller of tales of DC’s drag history, an encyclopedia of who was whom, how it
was for female impersonators, and how it got to be the way it is now.   From her debut in 1954 (just out of the Army) to her final
retirement in 1998 (“I only go back to

the stage for very spe- cial occasions and
people!”), Barbara MacNair, a.k.a. Andre
Lindsay, has been one of the top gender illu-
sionists in DC.  She has seen it all.

She has been here for the birth of the
Academy, the integra- tion of gay clubs, the
striving and learning and competing and poli-
tics of gender illusion- ists, the rivalries, he
pageants, the clubs coming and going, the
artists debuting and re- tiring and dying.

Her classic imper- sonations of Moms
Mabley, Pearl Bailey (Bye Bye Whitebird
integrated the Club Metropole!), Eartha
Kitt, Lena Horne and Shirley Bassey de-
light audiences all over town.   One of her fa-
vorite memories is her cover of Send in the
Clowns at the Club Ma- dame with backup
from  Kip and David in clown suits.

Miss MacNair debuted in the days when female impersonators took celebrity
names.  It was the era of Ella Fitzgeralds, Sophie Tuckers, Marilyn Monroes, and all
the other celebrity names that echoed around DC’s clubs.   “Barbara McNair was beautiful, gorgeous; she wasn’t no small woman.
And besides, I kind of looked like her.  So I picked the name... but spelled it different to keep from being sued.”

As a kid growing up in Tennessee, the future entertainer loved to get in his aunt’s pumps and skirts.  “I was born gay”, he says.
“We had peplum material that would flare out under the skirt and give us hips.”  Andre remembers wearing women’s loafers to school:
“Of course I got called names, but it didn’t affect the learning!”

But there were harder lessons to learn.  “In those days, there wasn’t makeup for black folks.  So we made our own.  The only
thing we had was nutbrown powder.”   To get the shades that matched an entertainer’s complexion, they mixed “talcum powder and
ground up building bricks or red clay to get the right shade”.  To lengthen their eyelashes, Andre and impersonators of his
generation melted shoe polish and brushed it on their lashes.  As a beard cover, they first applied a layer of clown white cream or
lipstick before putting on the homemade foundation.  Stockings, usually fishnet, they soaked in cold water and coffee to get the right
color.  Cast off furniture provided the foam for hip pads.  In fact, Barbara still has a set of pads made for her by Sparkle MaHaris.

In a life that has led her from DC to Tennessee to Baltimore and Milwaukee, Barbara is definitely a DC fan.  This is where here
career has really been.   In the Fifties, she learned dance from Andre King and Katherine Dunham and still carries her slim 6’2" frame
(size 10, girls!) with the strength and assurance of a dancer.   “That’s how I learned to move correctly,” she recalls.  “Of course, the
Army helped a lot with posture, too.”  Dancing skills landed Andre a role in Lena Horne’s classic 1943 film Stormy Weather where
both Andre and a very young Eartha Kitt dance up the stairs as part of Katherine Dunham’s troupe.

In 1954, fresh out of the Army, Andre Lindsay got himself back to DC and settled down to working here.  Among the many jobs
he took was one as a furniture mover (something that Billie Ross can relate to!), “but that only lasted a week.  It was too hard on the
nails!”   Other jobs were in the postal service, and even as a short order cook at the old Plus One.   But the day jobs just kept Andre
going for his real life at night as Barbara MacNair.                                                                                                       continued on page 10

The Drag Rag Goes Online!

Thanks to the support of Iguana Pro, a local gay-owned Internet service provider, The Drag Rag is putting all of its
stuff online.   If you don’t get the print version of the latest Drag Rag, get it online. at the website:

http://www.dragrag.com

WHAT’S AT THE SITE  The DragMan is putting all the back issues and interviews on the Website, the Pageant Scorecard (and list of
upcoming pageants), the club and show listing (Where the Drag Is), the Drag Rag Awards list, and a page of resources and links.
Believe me, it ain’t finished but it is getting there.  With only one person doing it, plus trying to put together the regular issues, this
is going to be a long time thing!

RESOURCES & LINKS  We hope one of the most useful pages will be the Resources page.  This is up and working and has links to
pageant systems and to local artists’ own Websites, as well as some support organizations.  This is growing daily.  If you have a
Website you want listed, or you know of a local artist’s Website that isn’t listed, email us at:

info@dragrag.com
so we can check it out and add it to the Resources.
DRAG SHOWS USA  The  Where the Drag Is   section is also going to grow to list where the drag is across the US, so if you know of
clubs somewhere else that should be listed,  please, please tell us!  If you can, give us a phone number so we can verify the shows
and list show times.

at the Brass Rail
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